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Synopsis

A complete guide to creating realistic portraits in wood from a champion carver. Learn the
techniques for carving hair, skin, muscle and more. Following a step-by-step project with more than
350 color photos and 50 drawings that provide useful anatomical references, you'll be guided to

completely sculpt the piercing features of a Native American warrior wearing a wolf headdress.
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Customer Reviews

CARVING THE HUMAN FACE, 2nd EDITION, by Jeff Phares, lets woodworkers bring their carvings
to life. Chronicling the stages in creating a realistic human face from wood and packed with detailed
images of finished carvings, this book offers a wealth of technical how-to information. It features
step-by-step instruction, more than 350 color photographs and 50 drawings that provide useful
anatomical references. It also provides tips for working wood to resemble the shape of skin and
muscles, hints on carving realistic hats and headdresses, and more than 20 diagrams devoted to
facial anatomy and how it relates to carving masks and busts. In addition, there is an inspiring
gallery of photos of the author’s work, including cowboys, frontiersmen and American Indians.For
the carvers on our subscribers list, you will love this one. The photo gallery in the front pages of
Phares’ book will perfectly illustrate just why you should have this book, the authors face carvings
are spectacular. This is the revised and expanded second edition of his book and if you have even
the slightest interest in carving then you must pick up this book. From the blank block of basswood

or butternut the author walks you through this exciting art form step by step. The rough blocking in



of the face, be it a mask or a bust, Phares illustrates visually just what carving tools to use and
where to use them. He then goes into specific detail like the nose, ears and eyes. Once done
reading this book you will quickly become a wood carving enthusiast. The expressions that the
author captures are true to life.The human face - truly fascinating and hugely varied, and something
we see everyday, so given its regularity, why do find it so hard to carve? Happily, there is a book
that sets to address this problem which will have you tackling this difficult subject head on (excuse
the pun!). Jeff Phares is a world champion carver and is the perfect tutor in this guide as you gain
confidence in creating hair, facial features, realistic skin and muscles, plus learning to carve hats
and head dresses. There are tips for correcting common anatomical errors which really is
invaluable, plus guidance on how to get the best from your tools. And once you have all these gems
under you belt, you can have,a go at the 350 photographic step-by-step project which takes you on
a journey from a block of butternut to a beautiful mask of a Native American warrior. A great book to
get you started for the year a-head.Have you been inspired by the carvers’ projects here at
Lumberdocks.com, such as the work by Jordan, Mikelknot, and Mark Decou , to name a few? Is
"carving a face" on your list of woodworking projects but you just don’t know where to start? Here is
a great place to begin --the resource book: "Carving The Human Face". With over 250 steps, broken
down into eight working sections, the author carefully guides you through the process of releasing
the human face from a chunk of wood. Each step is clearly explained in the text as well as the
accompanying photos. Photos include work in progress, planning sketches and sketches of the
human anatomy to help understand and achieve lifelike features. In addition to the detailed process
for the featured carving, the reader is provided with examples of changes that can be made to the
original design. Also included are photos of common mistakes made when carving a face as well as
ways to fix the errors. As | read through the book, it seemed to me that as much work went into
capturing the step-by-step process as it did to do the actual carving! | was very impressed. My
Ratings of The Book Layout and Appearance: Filled, front to back, with photos and directions!
Thumbs Up! Instructions: Clearly written and supported by the photos & drawings. Thumbs Up!
Project Selection: A beautiful rendition of a Native American. Beautiful - Thumbs Up! Inspiration:
Inspiring just to watch the process, let alone give it a try. Thumbs Up! Overall: Thumbs Up! Win A

Free Copy

Bring Your Carvings to Life From a soulful stare to a proud gaze, the intent expressions found in the
craftsmanship of Jeff Phares, author and World Champion Carver, are so realistic one might expect

to witness the blink of an eye or the murmur of a whisper. And now, with his revised and expanded



edition of Carving the Human Face, you too can create genuine, lifelike expressions in wood.
Following a step-by-step project with more than 350 color photos and 50 drawings that provide
useful anatomical references, you'll be guided to completely sculpt the piercing features of a Native
American warrior wearing a wolf headdress. Inside the revised and expanded second edition of
Carving the Human Face, you'll discover: " Expert information to get started including sketching
your design and how to select the proper wood and tools. " Step-by-step instructions for carving
each facial feature: eyes, nose, and mouth " Techniques for creating realistic hair, skin, and muscle
" Tips for avoiding mistakes and advice for fixing flaws " Options for customizing your carving "
Completely redrawn illustrations " Inspiring never-before-published gallery of photos of the author’s

work, including cowboys, frontiersmen, and Native Americans.

Excellent book. | have been a bird and fish carver and want to try my hand at carving faces. Very
well illustrated and written. Carving steps are explained in detail and illustrated with nice color
photos.

Good book with lots of good pictures and step by step instructions.

Very nice well detailed book of carving.

the whole book is what the cover would make you expect. if you only *wished* to be a carver, you
would drool over this book. worth every penny and a dollar more. shows you everything but where

to get the wood and how to sharpen tools.

| love this book, it's step by step description of the project can easily be transferred to other projects.

Great book!

If you are interested in carving NA faces or cowboys, you will love this book. The instruction will also
be useful in general for any type of face, though the artist seems particularly concerned with aged,
lined, character-rich faces.

Great book for starters or ideas who have carved for awhile.

Again as to my comment in the review on carving faces, | need all the help | can get being new to



carving faces. The fact that experts are willing to share knowledge and tips and pitfalls to us
amateurs is fantastic. This book also helps to understand facial anatomy and will be a constant

reference manual to me as | practice and practice.
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